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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the allowance of this application. 

In the Notice of Allowance, the Examiner states the primary reasons for the allowance of 
the claims in this application are the limitations of a flex grip fixture clamp "wherein a 
progressive support clamp is actuatable via a handle from an open position to a support member 
clamp position, the support member clamp position precluding movement of the fixture clamp 
with respect to a support member and allowing rotation of a ball, and wherein the progressive 
support clamp is further actuatable to a full clamp position, the full clamp position fixing the 
position of the ball." Notice of Allowance, P.2. The Examiner also states that these limitations 
are "essentially included in independent claims 1, 6, 7, 9, 1 1, and 17-21." Id. 

Applicant disagrees with this statement to the extent there is any implication that the 
limitations quoted from the Reasons For Allowance are limitations of all of the claims. For 
example, this language does not appear in Claim 11, which recites a method for positioning an 
accessory, the method comprising: 
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providing a flex grip fixture clamp comprising a progressive support clamp, a 
handle, an accessory clamp, and a ball joint that interconnects the progressive 
support clamp and the accessory clamp, the ball joint comprising a ball that is at 
least partially received by the progressive support clamp and a link member that 
extends to and is coupled with the accessory clamp; 

coupling an accessory with the accessory clamp; 

actuating the flex grip fixture clamp to an open position to enable the 
progressive support clamp to be coupled with a support member; 

actuating the handle to actuatejhe flex grip fixture clamp to a support 
member clamp position, to clamp the support member without clamping the ball 
joint; and 

actuating the handle to actuatejhe flex grip fixture clamp to a full clamp 
position, wherein the support member clamps the ball joint so that the position of 
the ball is fixed. 

Additionally, Applicant disagrees with the Reasons For Allowances to the extent there is 
any implication that patentability rest on a single limitation or a subset of the limitation of a 
claim because it is the unique combination of limitations recited in each claim that makes the 
claims patentable. 
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